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AFCEAN OF THE MONTH  

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 

West 2009 is successfully behind us and we are looking forward to our next event, the C4ISR 
Symposium, May 5-7

th
 at the San Diego Convention Center.  I would like to express my sincere 

gratitude to everyone that made WEST 2009 a record year.  Thank you to all of our sponsors who 
provided funding to make this year one of the best attended ever.  With over 8,000 visitors from 
around the world, the diversity of our audience spread across nations in support of our troops and 
international security.  I would also like to thank our many volunteers who dedicated their time and 
energy to assist in the event.  Joe Bulger did a great job of coordinating the schedules and I tip my 
hat to those who served.  Our list includes David Bean, John Cameron, Carl Caskey, Bill Daly, 
Sherry Eyzaguirre-Beckman, Marlene Garcia, Gloria Gonzalez, Al Haefner, Ralph Heilman, Taiwan 
Holmes, Charlie Hopkins, Stan Johnson, Jim Kaplan, Steve Kelley, Meighan Kirkpatrick, Mohan 
Krishnan, Jim Latham, Robin Lipka, Jim Loiselle, Will Nevilles, Jeff Payne, Freda Ramey, James 
Roe, Doug Sonnenberg, Bob Stein, Laura Sunden and Robert Veneman. 

Kicking off the event was a VIP mixer, held at the Hard Rock Hotel downtown, co-hosted by the 
Canadian Consulate, where our members had the opportunity to rub elbows with the AFCEA 
International Executive Team and local Chapter Committee Chairs.  It was a great venue and a 
great time of networking and libations. 

West 2009 was filled with opportunity.  Our Professional Development Center offered several 
educational tracks from DoD Architecture Framework Implementation to Security and Net Centric 
Environments.  Our Small Business Development Program offered two full days of ñNews You Can 
Useò and we had a special visit from Sally Ride, Americaôs first female astronaut.  Sally is a 
wonderful role model and an inspiration to our youth; and living proof that if you reach for the stars, 
you can go that far. 

At the awards banquet, three of our own were recognized as International Award Winners for their 
dedication and contribution to AFCEA, John Nilsen, Lisa Lill, and Alex Schmidt.  All that, and of 
course my highlight was the privilege of awarding a check to the AFCEA Educational Foundation in 
the amount of $10,000.  GO SAN DIEGO!  Without YOU, all the above would not be possible.  
Thank you, thank you, thank you! 

The only event that got rained on (literally) was the Annual AFCEA Buck Bragunier Scholarship 
Fund Golf Tournament, however it was held on March 2

nd
 at the luncheon you will hear the 

awesome success story behind it.  Once again, our master of ceremonies, Cliff Wiese, did a 
fantastic job with the organization, planning, and execution of the event.  Bravo Zulu Cliff! 

In closing, thanks again to all who were involved, I sincerely apologize if I missed any mentions and 
please know how much we appreciate everyoneôs involvement!  Andé.many thanks to ALL who 
attended. 

Mark your calendars for the upcoming C4ISR Symposium May 5-7 and the Joint War Fighting 
Conference being held in Virginia Beach May 12-14

th
. 

In follow up to my inspirational moment of last month regarding Work Life Balance, I thought you 
might enjoy the story found on page 5. 

 

Shirley Adams 

President 
AFCEA, San Diego Chapter 

Cliff Wiese 

Organizerð2009 AFCEA Buck 

Bragunier Scholarship Fund 

Golf Tournament 
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VICE PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 

Register now for our C4ISR Symposium in May  

I would like to thank all of you who attended our joint 
luncheon with NDIA onboard the USS Midway.   
Here is a reminder that our annual C4ISR Symposium will be 
held on May 5-7 at the San Diego Convention Center.  This 
event will be followed by a golf tournament on Friday, May 8, 
at the Riverwalk Golf Course.  To register, please visit 
www.afceas-sd.org and click the C4ISR Symposium link on 
the homepage or e-mail Rufus Gant at rufus_gant@sra.com. 

Our next regular luncheon will be held on April 21 at the Hilton 
in Mission Valley.  
One of the responsibilities of my position is to maintain the 
San Diego Community Calendar that you can find on our 
AFCEA San Diego website (www.afcea-sd.org).  Please 
contact me if you want to add an event to this calendar.  
 

Jim Loiselle 

Vice President 
AFCEA, San Diego Chapter 

EDUCATION FOUNDATION RECEIVES $14,000 

FROM AFCEA INTERNATIONAL FOR LOCAL 

INITIATIVES  

AFCEA 
International 
received many 
proposals from 12 
qualified Chapters 
requesting $52,500 
in direct funding, 
with an additional 
$47,500 pledged in 
matching funds. 
The Board of 

Directors (BOD) was impressed with all the excellent 
programs outlined in the proposals and authorized $50,000 to 
be allotted for grant funding. The San Diego Chapter was 

awarded the lionôs share of the total with a grant of $14,000. 
The BOD was very impressed with all the four proposals our 
Chapter submitted and approved the following grants: 

1. Scholarship funds to San Diego AVID (Advancement Via 
Individual Determination) students ($6,000) 

2. Support for local schools Robotics programs in Grades 5 
through 12 ($4,000) 

3. Support an additional Junior (Middle School) Science Fair 
winner to attend NASA Space Camp ($2,000) 

4. Additional Prizes for Senior (High School) Science Fair 
winners ($2,000) 

 
Pat Kelly 
Vice President, Education 
AFCEA, San Diego Chapter 

Education Foundation recognized by AFCEA 

International for IT award  

Our San Diego Education Chapter was recognized again by 
AFCEA International for the Use of Information Technology in 
Education in 2008. This comes as a result of our ñTechnology 
Needed in Schools (TNS) programò, wherein our Chapter 
provides modern computer and network capability to schools 
in the San Diego region struggling to bring information 
technology to students. The TNS program sends Chapter 
volunteers to local schools to install and upgrade information 
technology in the schoolsô classrooms and computer labs. 
Working with refurbished computers from TNS partners such 
as the San Diego Futures Foundation, the Chapter provides 
the critical link in bringing donated machines to an operational 
status at the school site. We work with local school districts to 

identify the school with technology needs and our volunteers 
install the computers and the software required to meet these 
needs. This effort is headed by Terry McKearney, a leading 
advocate of the Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM) initiative in San Diego. We are one of 
two chapters given this award annually from over 130 AFCEA 
chapters and were selected by a unanimous vote by the 
AFCEA International Educational Foundation Board of 
Directors.  The award comes with a check for $1,000 and a 
banner that will be presented at the Joint Warfighting 
Conference in Virginia Beach in May. 

 

Pat Kelly 
Vice President, Education 
AFCEA, San Diego Chapter 

http://www.afceas-sd.org
mailto:rufus_gant@sra.com
http://www.afcea-sd.org
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MEMBERSHIP  

The thrill of new members joining during AFCEA West each 
year is always followed by the let down when many of the 
previous yearôs new members do not renew.  The past 30 
days have been statistically negative on our Chapter size.  Of 
the over 70 members that joined a year ago in February we 
only received about 45 renewals.  Is it the economy today that 
makes a $35 dollar investment in a professional organization 

difficult?  Whatever the reason, or if there were two dozen 
reasons, our Chapter health depends on retention of 
membership.  We need your help to buck this trend.   

If you have ideas that will add value to the San Diego Chapter 
of AFCEA we need to hear your voice. Our Chapterôs 
homepage (www.afcea-sd.org) provides information about the 
Chapter and various upcoming activities.  If information you 
need is not there then let us know.  Become an active 
participant in the Chapterôs activities because active members 
make our Chapter one of the best internationally within 
AFCEAé and active members tend to renew and extend their 
memberships. 

You will notice the homepage has gone ñ2.0ò and become 
interactive to allow members to get involved.  Post a 
comment, ask a question, email an Executive Committee 
member, attend a luncheon event, invite members of your 
company to attend an event as a group.  Participate, for the 
benefit of all of us.  Please, renew your membership.  
 
Al Haefner 

Vice President, Membership 
AFCEA, San Diego Chapter 

  United States  International  

One Year  $35 $35 

One Year  

(Enlisted Pay Grades E -1 through E -6) 
$15 $15 

Three Years  (save $20)  $85 $85 

*Lifetime Membership (40 and under)  $700 $700 

*Lifetime Membership (over 40)  $400 $400 

*Installment plan available for Lifetime Memberships  
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SMALL BUSINESS FORUM 

The moment our guests arrived at the March 4
th
 Finance 

Forum they were greeted by the smiling faces of our Small 
Business Volunteers and the wonderful Staff of the 
Elementary Institute of Science.  Several of our amazing 
panelists were also there greeting the guests and enjoying 
lunch with them out on the veranda on that beautiful San 
Diego afternoon. 

Immediately following lunch the Moderator kicked off the half 
day event by introducing the first of two óBlue Ribbonô Panels 
on Small Business Finance:   

Gunnar Schalin , the Program Director of the San Diego 
Contracting Opportunities Center (SDCOC) since 1998.  This 
program is a Department of Defense Procurement Technical 
Assistance Center (PTAC) serving all of San Diego County;  

Ken M. Clark , the Small Business Programs Coordinator and 
Senior Business Advisor for the Small Business Development 
and International Trade Center since 1989.    

[Mr. Schalin and Mr. Clark have both won the SBAôs Small 
Business Advocate of the Year Award multiple times.] 

Holly McGlinn  with Alcott Insurance Agency, a locally owned 
and operated independent insurance agency representing 
over 1,000 local businesses and approximately 50 insurance 
companies. 

Those who attended this session were given up-to-date 
expert advice regarding the government and community 
resources available for small business formation, financing 
and insurance. 

The second panel addressed issues related to Business 
Succession Planning, Estate Planning, Human Resources 
and Legal Issues, and Strategic Business Alternatives for the 
Small Business Owner.  This panel consisted of the following 
Industry-Leading experts: 

D. Stephen Boner , Senior partner in the law firm of Boner 
Stern & Sipple, APC, located in the Mission Valley area of 
San Diego for over 30 years.   The firm limits its practice to 
closely held businesses and their owners, with primary 
emphasis on estate planning and business succession. 

Bill VanDeWeghe  of RA Capital Advisors. Mr. VanDeWeghe 
heads the firmôs defense industry team developing strategies 

for clients and executing all facets of M&A transactions and 
financings.  

Rebecca McDonough , Senior Advisor to Gevityôs California 
locations.  Mrs. McDonough has ten years of HR experience 
working with union, nonunion, public and private 
organizations ranging from five to 290,000 employees and is 
one out of only 300 people to have already achieved 
certification in California-specific HR practices. 

David A. Cechanowicz , an Investment Advisor 

Representative of New England Securities specializing in 

retirement and financial planning.  Mr. Cechanowicz has built 

a successful career assisting business owners with issues 

related to deferred compensation plans; retirement plan 

analysis and investments. 

Both panels not only provided attendees with information vital 

to succeeding under current economic conditions, but also 

actively participated in one of the most lively and informative 

Q&A sessions west of the Capitol Rotunda. 

The Small Business Committee of AFCEAôs San Diego 

Chapter would like to thank EIS, Lockheed Martin, 

SPAWARôs Mentor/Prot®g® Program Office, The San Diego 

Daily Transcript, Alyx, Gloria, Steve, Brandon and óHo-Joô and 

all of our wonderful Panelists for making this one-of-a-kind 

Small Business Event a tremendous success.  As a result of 

your selfless commitment to the local Small Business 

Community and your generous donations of time, talent and 

treasure we were able to raise approximately $1,000.00 each 

for the AFCEA and EIS Scholarship Funds. 

 

Benito Hobson 

Vice President, Small Business 
AFCEA, San Diego Chapter 

 

ñNo Husband was ever shot by his Wife while doing the 
dishes!ò  [óGunnar Schalinô] 
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INSPIRATIONAL MOMENT: Spending Time  

In the faint light of the attic, an old man, tall and stooped, bent 
his great frame and made his way to a stack of boxes that sat 
near one of the little half-windows. Brushing aside a wisp of 
cobwebs, he tilted the top box toward the light and began to 
carefully lift out one old photograph album after another. Eyes 
once bright but now dim searched longingly for the source that 
had drawn him here. 

It began with the fond recollection of the love of his life, long 
gone, and somewhere in these albums was a photo of her he 
hoped to rediscover. Silent as a mouse, he patiently opened 
the long buried treasures and soon was lost in a sea of 
memories. Although his world had not stopped spinning when 
his wife left it, the past was more alive in his heart than his 
present aloneness. 

Setting aside one of the dusty albums, he pulled from the box 
what appeared to be a journal from his grown sonôs childhood. 
He could not recall ever having seen it before, or that his son 
had ever kept a journal. Why did Elizabeth always save the 
childrenôs old junk? he wondered, shaking his white head. 

Opening the yellowed pages, he glanced over a short reading, 
and his lips curved in an unconscious smile. Even his eyes 
brightened as he read the words that spoke clear and sweet 
to his soul. It was the voice of the little boy who had grown up 
far too fast in this very house, and whose voice had grown 
fainter and fainter over the years. In the utter silence of the 
attic, the words of a guileless six-year-old worked their magic 
and carried the old man back to a time almost totally 
forgotten. 

Entry after entry stirred a sentimental hunger in his heart like 
the longing a gardener feels in the winter for the fragrance of 
spring flowers. But it was accompanied by the painful memory 

that his sonôs simple recollections of those days were far 
different from his own. But how different? 

Reminded that he had kept a daily journal of his business 
activities over the years, he closed his sonôs journal and 
turned to leave, having forgotten the cherished photo that 
originally triggered his search. Hunched over to keep from 
bumping his head on the rafters, the old man stepped to the 
wooden stairway and made his descent, then headed down a 
carpeted stairway that led to the den. 

Opening a glass cabinet door, he reached in and pulled out 
an old business journal. Turning, he sat down at his desk and 
placed the two journals beside each other. His was leather-
bound and engraved neatly with his name in gold, while his 
sonôs was tattered and the name ñJimmyò had been nearly 
scuffed from its surface. He ran a long skinny finger over the 
letters, as though he could restore what had been worn away 
with time and use. 

As he opened his journal, the old manôs eyes fell upon an 
inscription that stood out because it was so brief in 
comparison to other days. In his own neat handwriting were 
these words: 

Wasted the whole day fishing with Jimmy. Didnôt catch a thing. 

With a deep sigh and a shaking hand, he took Jimmyôs journal 
and found the boyôs entry for the same day, June 4. Large 
scrawling letters, pressed deeply into the paper, read: 

Went fishing with my dad. Best day of my life.  

 

Author Unknown 
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